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Background Information

One of the most important responsibilities of veteran surfers is to create a positive legacy
of stewardship for future generations, and over the years we’ve seen a number of
initiatives begun by people worried about the impacts of pollution and development on
the world of riding waves.

For example, the Rincon Clean Water Classic was an event started in 1997 to resolve the
pollution issues threatening one of the world’s best waves. Using a unique team surfing
format, we were able to invite hundreds of surfers from up and down the coast to surf
great waves and help raise funds. And over the 10 year history of the event, we were
happy to see that our fundraising efforts were paying off thanks to Heal the Ocean’s work
and the eventual approval of a septics-to-sewers project that we believe will help clean up
the surf zone at Rincon. In fact, in 2006 we were able to conclude the Clean Water
Classic as a fundraising event with a sense that our job was done.

Now we have taken on a new project at Rincon that is not about surfers getting sick from
the ocean so much as it is about surfers getting sick of each other.

Of course, crowding in surfing is not new, and indeed it affects surfers just as much as
pollution does. However, the way to solve the problem is simple: sharing waves in a true
spirit of the original meaning of the word “aloha”: give away everything you don’t need.
This ancient Polynesian precept has found ready acceptance by many surfers and a
number of organizations who are going out of their way to share surfing with many who
are not fortunate enough to be out there getting great waves all the time or who can’t
compete with the crowds in many surfing areas.

Thus was born the “Sharing the Stoke Invitational”, organized to bring together literally
hundreds of participants as part of the Society’s efforts to promote a friendly and
welcoming atmosphere throughout the surfing community. The inaugural event in 2008
involving 12 teams was very successful, and in 2009 we had a total of 18 teams. We then
shortened the name to simply the Rincon Invitational and for the past three years we have
had a full schedule of 20 teams riding some great waves at Rincon.

This year we are again expecting a full weekend of surfing by the invited guests of the
Society and the Rincon surfing community, with teams from non-profit organizations,
surf clubs, and surf businesses each getting the famed wave to themselves for an hour in
recognition of the good work they’ve done.



